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Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics
Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 19, 1998

On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order
12978, I declared a national emergency to
deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions of significant foreign
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia,
and the unparalleled violence, corruption,
and harm that they cause in the United States
and abroad. The order blocks all property
and interests in property of foreign persons
listed in an Annex to the order, as well as
foreign persons determined to play a signifi-
cant role in international narcotics trafficking
centered in Colombia, to materially assist in,
or provide financial or technological support
for or goods or services in support of, the
narcotics trafficking activities of persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order, or to
be owned or controlled by, or to act for or
on behalf of, persons designated in or pursu-
ant to the order. The order also prohibits any
transaction or dealing by United States per-
sons or within the United States in such
property or interests in property. Because the
activities of significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia continue to threaten
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States and to cause
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm
in the United States and abroad, the national
emergency declared on October 21, 1995,
and the measures adopted pursuant thereto
to deal with that emergency, must continue
in effect beyond October 21, 1998. There-
fore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer-
gency for 1 year with respect to significant
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 19, 1998.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:15 p.m., October 19, 1998]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on October 20.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of Emergency With
Respect to Significant Narcotics
Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 19, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
October 21, 1998.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions
of significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia continue to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States and to cause unparalleled violence,
corruption, and harm in the United States
and abroad. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain in force
the broad authorities necessary to maintain
economic pressure on significant narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia by blocking
their property subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States and by depriving them of
access to the United States market and finan-
cial system.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 19, 1998.
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Remarks Announcing the White
House Chief of Staff Transition
October 20, 1998

Thank you and good morning. Thank you.
Thank you very much for coming here for
this important and happy announcement.
For 6 years I have worked hard to prepare
our Nation for the new century. We have
changed America for the better. There is
more opportunity, more citizen responsibil-
ity, a stronger American community. We are
a stronger force for freedom and prosperity
and for peace. In a few moments, I will re-
turn to the Wye Conference Center to con-
tinue our work on this Middle East peace
process.

In all the work that has been done here
in this house in the last 6 years, the White
House staff has played a pivotal, indeed, irre-
placeable role. For the past 2 years I have
been blessed to have as my Chief of Staff
a gifted manager and an inspiring leader, the
world’s best negotiator, and a great personal
friend.

When Erskine took this position in 1996,
I asked him to finish the job of balancing
the budget. More than any other single indi-
vidual, he was responsible for the agreement
last year that just a few weeks ago wiped the
red ink from the books here in Washington.
He also cares passionately about education
and led our negotiating team to impressive
victories last week on behalf of our schools
and our children. He fought hard to protect
the surplus until we save Social Security. And
as I said the other day, if you look at the
last few days, he certainly knows how to stage
an exit. [Laughter]

He also cares deeply about uniting the
American people. He poured his heart into
our race initiative. And throughout, he has
worked hard to mold a streamlined White
House staff into a genuine team.

Erskine has made it plain how much
longer he has stayed here than he intended
to or wanted to. [Laughter] At the end of
the month he is going home to North Caro-
lina. I’m only pleased that I was able to per-
suade him to stay this long. I know he still
has a lot to give his State and his country,
and I hope he has the opportunity to do so
in the future.

To follow his leadership, I have chosen
someone who is both a strong manager and
a skilled policymaker. With a sharp mind, a
strong, strong sense of courage, and a giving
heart, John Podesta has those qualities. And
I am honored to name him today as the next
White House Chief of Staff.

We’re delighted to have his family here
and his many friends. I think it’s important
to point out for the record just how superbly
qualified he is for this job. He used to be
the Chief Counsel to the Senate Agriculture
Committee, which is, in itself, unusual. That
means that for the first time in years and
years, there will actually be two people who
work in the White House and know some-
thing about agriculture.

He has been a law professor. He has been
an adviser to a generation of lawmakers. He
has been at the heart of public policy and
public life for a long time now. He has helped
to guide our foreign, defense, and economic
policy, served as a key liaison to Congress,
most recently representing me as a leader
in the budget negotiating team that delivered
this balanced budget that invests so much
in education.

Also, with the singular exception of the
Vice President, he is the most technologically
proficient of our administration, guiding our
technology policy on many fronts. He has an-
other great qualification for this job: He is
a better hearts player than Erskine Bowles.
[Laughter]

He knows how the White House works.
This will be his third assignment here in the
White House. But even more importantly,
he knows why the White House ought to
work and for whom every single one of us
does work. He entered public service for the
right reasons, and he has certainly stayed
there for the right reasons.

As many of you know, he and his family
have a taste for riding roller coasters. That
will certainly serve him well here. [Laughter]
He is brilliant. He has a tough hide, a dry
wit, a lot of patience in dealing with the
President, hard-won wisdom, and a genuine
compassion for improving this Nation. He
will lead a seasoned White House team,
working with Deputy Chief of Staff Maria
Echaveste, and their colleagues, working
every day for the American people.

VerDate 22-OCT-98 09:04 Oct 28, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P43OC4.020 TXED02 PsN: TXED02


